


Aims of this evening

Explain the National context

Gain advice about how to 

select the right choices for you

Gather information from 

different subject areas

Understand the timeline 



 Schools are measured using a system called Progress 8, which tracks the progress 

students make from the end of primary school across eight GCSE subjects

 English and Mathematics count twice, reflecting their importance

 The remaining subjects come from a range of areas, including sciences, 

humanities and languages

 Some of these subjects are often referred to as EBacc subjects (English, Maths, 

Science, History/Geography, Languages)

 Key message:

 While EBacc is no longer a headline measure, a broad and balanced curriculum 

remains important

 Studying a mix of subjects helps to keep future options open for A levels, 

apprenticeships and careers

 Our aim is to support students in choosing a pathway that is right for them as 

individuals





QualificationSubjectPathway

GCSEReligious Education

Core

GCSEEnglish Language

GCSEEnglish Literature

GCSEMathematics

2 GCSEs
Combined Science Trilogy (Dual 

Award)

Not 

examined
Physical Education

The Core Curriculum Pathway

*Plus RSE and Literacy



Option 1 and 2



The Optional Subjects



Science

Both pathways allow progression to A levels and university

Grades are equivalent across both routes

Triple Science:

Leads to three separate GCSEs

More content and longer exams

Requires strong organisation and commitment

Combined Science:

Leads to two GCSEs

Covers the same core concepts in a more integrated way



Please note:

Important information

• Use the guidance page in the Pathways Booklet to help you to 

complete the form

• Year halves will be reorganised next year to help maximise subject 

combinations

• We aim for as many students as possible to receive their first choices

• Some subjects only run one group — these will be placed to reflect 

majority preference

• You will be asked to include reserve choices in case of clashes

• Our priority is to create a timetable that works for as many students as 

possible



Please complete the on-line 

form

by Friday 17th April.





Tips for choosing your options…



Making the right choices

•Choose subjects you are interested in and 

motivated by

•Think about your strengths — where do you 

perform well?

•Consider your future pathways, but don’t feel 

you need everything decided now

•Aim for a balanced combination of subjects

•Be realistic about workload and challenge



Mistakes to avoid

 Choosing a subject just because of a teacher

 Following friends rather than your own interests

 Picking something because it “sounds easy”

 Avoiding something you enjoy because it feels 

challenging

 The best choices are personal, not 

influenced by others



Do not follow your friends.

 It is easy to follow your 

friends and choose 

what they do, but 

ultimately, they will not 

be sitting the final 

exam, you will be. 



How to make a confident decision

Talk to:

•Teachers

•Parents/carers

•Older students

•Look at:

•Course content

•Assessment methods

•Career links

•Ask yourself:

•Do I enjoy this subject?

•Am I willing to work hard at 

it?



How to make a confident decision

“There is no single ‘perfect’ set of options — the 

right choices are the ones that help you 

succeed and stay motivated over the next two 
years.”
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